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on tie 16th, co-operating with, the IX. Corps, it was to
drive back the enemy's left wing. The 4th Cavalry
Division covered the bridges at Chauny, Condren, and
Quierzy in rear of the Army.
If only these three Corps had arrived in the front
line of the western wing of the Armies ten days earlier
on the Marne!
The reinforcement at last made good the numerical
disproportion of the opposing forces.* With the con-
clusion of the many days' Battle of the Aisne came the
final transition to position-warfare .j It brought with,
it all the characteristics of the most obstinate siege-
warfare with continual alternation of rest and hard
fighting, all under an incessant artillery fire. The
vast amount of work required for constructing the
positions in the numberless sectors of the front, sup-
ported by points d'appui both for defence and counter-
attack; the constant pulling out of mobile reserves,
especially after the IV. and II. Corps had been sent
elsewhere; the building of shelters and dug-outs above
and below ground for man and horse; the repair of worn-
out roads; far-reaching measures for the care of the
health of Uie troops and for their food-supply; keeping
the front line up to strength and replenishing the
ammunition depots; provision of fortress artillery;
* This is an interesting admission. The usual Allied calculation
has been that, at the Marne, there were forty-six divisions against
at least forty-one German. Now Von Kluck tells us that the differ-
ence was about three corps—that is, six divisions.
f During the whole period of the Battle of the Aisne, Von Kluck
was under the orders of Von Billow, but, as the latter states, ignored
his orders, so that he had eventually to appeal to the Supreme Com-
mand to prevent Von Kluck from repeating on the Aisne the manoe-
uvre of attacking westwards, leaving a gap between First and Second
Annies like that which was the cause of the defeat on the Marne.

